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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 * following Leclure was taken from the 
Author's Mouth. in the Delivery, by ſome 
who were expert in Short „and 
_ whoſe 3 in this Affair cannot be juſtly 
1 It will approve itſelf to be bis ro 
who beard ir, and were acquainted with 

his Stile. Nor will ſuch Perſons - ſee. any Cauſe 
for ſuſpecting that any undue Freedom has. been 
— in prepart the Preſs. A reterend 
Member of de Ne Presbytery was deſired 

by che 4 ts reviſe it; wbich he did; and, 
2 it, Scheel bis Satisfaction as to the 
enuineneſs t 


ercof, * 

The Publiſher takes this Opportunity alſo to 
inform the World,” that the Reaſon t its Publi- 
cation is taken ftom the carneſt and repeated De- 
Fires and Intreatſes of ' great many who beard it: 
Which he ac "a - "+ 50% ts for its pre- 
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Upon Matthew xvi. from Verſe 21ſt 


to the End of the Chapter. © 
My "ae wi | | «4 ; . 


| Account of a Diſcourfe between our Lord and 
BB rhe Phariſees and Sadducees about a Sign. Theſe 
two Sorts of Perſons, tho* diffcring widely in 
their Principles and Intereſts, yer unite and com- 
bine in one Deſign againſt the Lord Jeſus: And, in- 
deed, it is no uncommon Thing in the World, ro 
fee Men of very different Intereſts and Practices, 
harmoniouſly conſpiring to opprefs and ruin the 
Church of Chriſt ; Tho? in other Matters, they can 
purſue very different Intereſts, yet, in their Oppoſi- 
tion ro Chriſt, and the Cauſe of Truth and Religion, 
they unite their Hatred and Enmiry. We find our 
| blefſed Lord here diſmiſſes them with Shame and 
Confuſion, and then proceeds to caurion his Diſci- 
ples againſt the corrupt Doctrines and pernicious 
rinciples that were then vented, and met with an 
almoſt univerſal Applauſe. An Account of this is laid 
down from the Beginning of the Chapter to Verſe 
Izth. Next, he proceeds to catechize his Diſciples 
anent ſome fundamental and eſſential Articles o 
our holy Religion, that were controverted and op- 
poſed at that Time, particularly concerning the 
Glory and Divinity of his Perſon. When the Son 
of God appeared in our World, the carnal and 
blinded World had no other Opinion concerning 
him, but that he was a mere Man; and, b:cauſe of 
the mean Appearance he made, no ways calculated 
for gratifying rhe carnal Notions they had enter- 
rained of the Meſtab, looked upon him, not only "as 


1 N the Beginning of this Chapter, we have ii 


; 9 


be a mere Man, but the worſt of Men, yea, a Cheat 
and Impoſtor. Well, to confirm the Faith of his 
Diſciples in the Glory and Divinity of his Perſon, 
be enquireth at them what Opinions they con- 
cited of him. Peter, in name of the reſt, 
makes an illuſtrious and bright Confeſſion of his 
Faith upon this Occaſion, While he ſays unto his 
Lord and Maſter, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the 
living God. This was the Doctrine controverted 
25 impugned in theſe Pays; thereſore it was neceſ- 
ary that the Niſciples ſhould be eſtabliſhcd in the 
Faith thereof, that ſo they might be the better ca- 
acitated for declaring it to the Nations. Our 
ER approves this Anſwer, and, on this Account, 
ronouncerh him bleſſed ; Bleſſed art thou, Simon 
Þa rjona: For Fleſh and Blood bath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in Heaven. This is 
natrated from the 13th Verſe to the 20th. Next, 
our Lord proceeds ro forwarn them of a ſuffering 
Lot ariſing from Satan and the World, which be 
uſhers in with a Prediction of the ſad and ſore Suf- 
ferings he was to undergo ar Feryſalem, from the 
Hands of the civil and ecclefialtical Rulers, Now, 
from this Context we may learn this neceſſary and 
important L:ſſon, that Perſons who are unacquaint- 
ed with the Glory and Divinity of the Perſon of 
Chriſt, with the Glory of the two Natures in bis 
Perſon, and the Excellency of his mediatorial Of- 
fices, are very unfit for meeting with Storms of 
Trial or Trouble, The firſt Storm that blows on 
them will very probably blow them away from 
Chriſt; their following of Chriſt will ſignify no- 
thing at all; He cannot be a true Diſciple, who is 
unacquainted with Chriſt, be his Profeſſion hat it 
will. Bur, if once a Perſon receive the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, be acquainred with his Grace and Righteouſ- 
. neſs, with his Offices and Relations, and can ſay, 
1 Lord, 'ond my God, a Thouſand Difficulties in bis 
Way to Heaven will never be able to * | & 
| 5 ACK. 


back. O Sirs, ad a ſaving Knowledge ot 
Jeſus Chriſt; ſeek after Acquaintance with him 
in his Perſon and Offices, and then you ſhall be 
reſerved in him, kept from a total Backſliding 
rom him. „„ or 
' Bur we ſhall proceed to explain the Verſes read, 
as they ly in Order. 155 ON 
Verſe 21. From that Time forth began Feſus to 
ew unt 'his Diſciples, how that he muſt go up to 
erulalem, and ſuffer many Things of the Elders, and 
chief Priefts, and Scribes, and be killed, and be raiſed 
agam the third Day. 3 * 
Our Lord Jeſus having in ſome former Verſes told 
them ſome of the maſly Points of Religion, the 
Knowledge of which is connected with Salvation, 
proceeds in this Verſe to inform them of that ter- 
rible Trial tbat he himſelf was to undergo, when 
he was to be condemned to Death, and ſuffer as a 
Malefactor at Jeruſalem. He ſhews them that he 
muſt go up to W np Why ſo? There was a 
Neceſſity for it; for he had promiſed from Ererni- 
ry to pay the Debr of an ele&- World, and the 
| Place of Payment was Jeruſalem, the Place of 
meeting with their inexorable Purſuer was Mount 
Calvary, a Place hard by Feruſalem. - Of Neceſſi- 
ty he muſt go up to Feruſalem, for he had promiſed 
to do fo, and his Promiſe he cannot break, other- 
ways he ſhould deny bimſelt, which is not to be 
ſuppoſed. The clect Company that were given to 
him of the Father behoyed to be ranſomed; and, 
if he had nor gone up to Jeruſalem, the Ranſom 
could nor have been paid, for this' was the Place 
pircbed upon, where this glorious Event was to 
'take Place. He appeared in the End of the World, 
ſaith rhe Apoſtle, to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 
_ bimfelf, Heb. xi. 26. Law and Jultice, Sirs, cried 
ſolemnly upon our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro go up to 
 Feruſalem ; he got a Summons from them to pay 
the Ele&'s Debt, and it was nor poſſible he could 
fir che Summons, or retract his Word and mo 
| e 
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ne ſhews them that be muſt go up to Feruſalem; 
ell, What was his Errand there? A very weighty 
Errand indeed; it was to die and ſuffer there. We, 
who were expoſed unto eternal Death and Sufferings, 
could eſcape no otherways than by his Suffering in 
our Name and Room. He muſt ga up to Feruſalem, 
and ſuffer: Bur what > Many Things. He was to 
| 8 a Variety of Sufferings. He ſuffered ar 
the Hands of Men, Fews and Gentiles; they all 
combined againſt him; he ſuffered from Hell, and 
all its black Band of Devils; they all, as it were 
ſurrounded him on Mount Calvary : Bur bi greareſt 
Soffecings were by the Hand of God; hence was he 
made to cry our, My God, my God, why baſi thou 
forſaken me? He ſuffered by all Creatures: The 
Angels were not allowed to help our ſuffering Head; 
not one Angel durſt peep our af Heaven with a 
Word of Comfort to him when upon the rormenri 
Croſs. The very Fountains of Water were locke 
up from him, when in this Condition; not a Sip 
of Water muſt be given ro our thirſty Sufferer. 
He cried out on the Croſs, I zhirſi. Yer nothin 
is allowed him but Vinegar and Gall. He muſt 
Suffer many Things. Who were the Inſtruments, 
may ye ſay, employed by 2 Providence in 
this Caſe? Who were the Tools by whom Chriſt 
ſuffered > Strange! There are none made Mention 
of but Men, bur a Set of Men that ye would think 
ſhould not have been in the Roll; the Elders, chief 
Prieſts and Scribes. O unballowed Tools, em- 
ployed in the moſt fatal and bloody Tragedy that 
was eyer acted under the Cope of Heaven, This 
is a Providence that is very dark and deep, tbat 
Men that ſhould countenance and befriend Chriſt, 
his Truths and Cauſe, ſhould turn mortal and in- 
veterate Enemies. But there is nothing more or- 
dinary in the World, than to ſee Men, who would 
fain ſet up for higb Attainments, perſecute the Fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, and pour Contempt on the 
Truths of Chriſt. Aud be killed. Nothing _ 
| 9 atisty 
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Blood of the incarnate Son of God, and indeed 


tbey got their Thirſt flacked ar length. © And be 


killed. No ſooner did the holy and innocent Lamb 

of God enter into our World, bur Herod, that bloody 

and devouring Wolf, ſoughy him ro kill him, and 

obliged him, with his Motberiand ſuppoſed Father 

* :Foſeph, to flee unto Egypt for Shelter and Protecti- 
on. 


And be killed. Here the New Teſtament Sa- 


crifice. is juſt upon the Point of being offered up; 
and had he not been ſo, you had never had a com 
fortable Night's Quarters on God's Earth; Fire and 
Brimſtone was rhe beſt we could have well expected 
to Eternity. But, O wonderful! Here is a Lamb 
juſt upon the Point of being flain, to prevent 0 
this; and. he was to ſuffer moſt n whit 
is expreſſed by his going up to Jeruſalem. The Lamb 
that 23 ik o of | 5 F e juſt 
oing to be offered up; he muſt go up to alem, 
— Killed. How willingly did he BO to ac- 
compliſh this Buſineſs! Ob! It is a ſtrange Ex- 
preſſion, Aud be killed, What! The Prince of Life 
to loſe his Life for the Sake of you and me! The 
very Glory of Heaven to Iy like a dead Carcaſe on 
a Croſs! O wonderful! This is Matter of Won 
der at all Times, but eſpecially on a Chriftian 
Sabbath. And be killed. No doubt bis Enemies, 
that were as poor blind Men, abandoned of God, 
and picked out for accompliſhing this unhallowed 
Buſineſs, had nothing elſe in View but the Sarif- 
faction of their Wrath and Malice againſt him, and 
thought they would do God good Service by em- 
bruing their Hands in his Blood. But the God of 
Glory, in this Matter, had a quite different View, 
namely, the eternal Redemption and Salvation of 
a Company of fallen Adams Race. And be killed. 
Nothing would ſatisfy Juſtice but this Blood, the 
Place where the Life lies. Chriſt beboved to be 
killed. The Sword of Juſtice was flaming againſt 
a guilty World upon rhe Back of Adam's Fall. 


Well, 
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Well, when Juftice Car? 2 ro give. the Stroke; 
Chriſt ſteps in and ſays, Fathe, if ht ſeek me; = 
theſe, go their Way; O let poor Adam's Family 
alone, lay not a Stroke on them whom the Father 
has gifred umo me; I ſhall be thy Priſoner, that 
they may be liberate; I'Il loſe my Life ro ſave 
. .their's ; I'll perfume Heaven and Earth by the Sa- 
vour of my Sacrifice: And the Savour of this Sa- 
crifice . goes up to Heaven, and juſtice is well 
ſatisſied therewith; it aſcends before the Throne, 
and will do ſo to Eternity. O Man, did you ever 
find the ſweer-ſmelling Sayour of this Sacrifice! If 
you. never found it, you are yet in your Sins, and 
thall-periſh, if Mercy help thee not. The Value 
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of this Sacrifice was infinite, as being made by a 


Perſon who was God as well as Man, and the di- 
vine Nature ſtamped an infinite Value upon his 
temporary Sufferings. And be killed. O, fay you, 
that is a Tt Thought, to ſay our Lord it killed. 
Ay, but it is a raviſhing and reviving Thought, ir 
is one of tbe greateſt; Diſcoveries of Loye and Grace 
that ever viſited our World. He was killed. For 
What? Had he any Sin? He bad no Sin of his 
own, neither inherent nor actual; he was only 
my in a legal Senſe, our Sin and Guilt wy 

ſegally transferred on and impured to bim: Juſt 
as the bigh Prieſt, under the Jemiſp Diſpenſation, 
confeſſed the Sins of the People, and transferred 
them on the Scape - Goat. Our Sins werelaid on 
C hriſt » The Lord hath laid on him the Iniquities of 
us all, Ila. lii. 6. If it bad not been ſo, Juſtice 
could not have been juſt in giving him one Stroke. 
But he bare our Sins; and, wherever Juſtice found 
Sio, tbere it betioyed to give the Blow. Thus 
"Chriſt was killed? But moſt he ly in the State 
of the Dead? No, he was raiſed the third Day; 
And be raiſed again the third Day. O Sirs, be- 
bold bere the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſetting in Blood, 
and rifing the third Day our of the Grave with 
bright and ſbinivg Glory, raviſhing all rhe Be- 
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Holders, the Inhabirans of Heaven and Ear tb. 
Chriſt became Death's Priſoner for a Part of three 
Days: But Death was roo weak to keep the Cap» 
tain of Salvation in bis Priſon: Hence, ſaith the A- 
poſtle Peter, God hath raifed him up, having locſea 
the Pains of Death; becauſe it was not poſſible that 
he ſhould be holden of it, Acts it. 24. It was not 
poſlible, Sirs, that our. Lord Jefus Chriſt could be 
detained in Dearh's Bonds. Theſe, like Sampſon, 
bound him Hand and Foot, bur he brake. them 
like Flax, and came forth. And be raiſed the third 
Day. Fonah was a Type of him; he lay three 
Days and three Nights in the Whale's Belly. Death, 
like the Whale, ſwallowed up our great Jonah, and 
carried him to his Grave: Bur it was not able to 
detain him a Moment longer than he pleaſed; it 
vomited out a greater than Jonab. But to proceed. 
Verſe 22d. Then Peter took him, and began to re- 
buke him, ſaying, Be it far from thee, Lord: This ſpall 
not be unto thee. SE els K 

. For all the Inſtructions Peter, one of the chiefeſt 
of the Apoſtles, had lately got, yer, thro? carnal 
Love to his Maſter's Eaſe, he takes this Revelati- 
on very ill; he is very unwilling to hear of his 
Maſter's Departure from bis Family. It is as if 
he had ſaid, Alas! Maſter, if thou art taken 
away from us, what will become of us; ſpare thy= 
ſelf ; or, as it is in the Original, bave Pity on thy- 
ſelf: As ſtrange a Rebuke as ever came our of the 
Mouth of a Creature to the eternal Son of God; 
we may conceive the Import of his Rebuke to be 
this, Maſter, ſpare thyſelf, and let all the Promi- 
ſes be ſacrificed, and all the Prophecies fail; ler 
the Father's Glory fink erernally, rather than theſe 
Things ſhould happen; let the Souls of the Elect 
be lot for ever, rather than this ſhould befal 
thee. - Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 
He was never rebuked for a Sin or Fault, and 
this was none either. Theſe Words were undoubr- 
edly ſpoken by Peter out of a. good Intention, oe 
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with a fingular Affection to his Lord: But they 


ſpeak him to have been as yer groſly ignorant of 


the Redemption of an elect World by the Sarisfac- 
tion of Chriſt, of the Doctrine of the Croſs, and of 


the Will of the Father concerning Chriſt. And 


they ſpake great Weakneſs in him, to contradict 
him hom he bad bur juſt now acknowledged to be 
the Chriſt, the Son of God. Good Intentions and 
good Affections will by no Means juſtify evil Ac- 
tions. From this Conduct of Peter we may learn 


this Leſſon, that we are not to follow an ill Cauſe, 


or do an ill Action, for the Goodneſs of a Man 
who may be concerned in it. It is now a com- 
mon Byword amongſt a Ser of coldrife and freſh- 
water Profeſſors, We will not own the Teſtimony, 
becauſe ſuch and ſuch good Men are againſt it; 
they do not ſee it to be their Duty to leave the 
corrupt Church, and teſtify againſt her; and, when 


ſuch good Men are thus minded, ſhould we nor” 


follow them? This is on ſuch a Practice as that 
of the Mraelites that worſhiped Aaron's Calf, becauſe 
he was a Saint? Ir is like they would ſay Amen 
to Peter's Advice; becauſe he was a Man. 
Alas! Sirs, good Men are nor our Bible ; we are 
to follow the Bible, and that is the Rule of our 
Dury. My Friends, if we were to follow good 
Men in all their Actings and Managements, we 
ſhould fall into many hurtful Snares. It is evident 
from Scripture that good Men have been guilty of 
very bad Things, and are by no Means Examples 
ſer up for us to imitate: Follow the revealed Will 
of God, adhere unro what ir points out as Duty, 
and do not follow the Example of this and the 
other good Man, for we know not who are good; 
we are only to follow Chriſt, and other Men no 
tarther than they follow bim. It Peter had con- 


fidered his Bible better, he bad not been fo far im- 


poſed upon by Satan, as to give the Lord Jeſus ſuch 
helliſh Advice, Be it far from thee, Lord: This 
ſhall not be unto thee, If this had been __ N 
: ' __ ar ilt, 


: 1 | 
Chrift, we had been fer at an eternal Diſtance from 
God, and ſhould never have had any Intereſt in, 
or Communion with him. All that can bewaid ro 
excuſe him was his great Ignorance, and the In- 
fluence Saran was permitted ro have over him. 
And we find, in the next Verſe, that Chriſt rakes 
him up ſharply, and gives him a ſmart and alarm- 
i A ndr = 1 

Verſe 23d. But be turned and ſaid unto Peter, 
Get thee behind me, Satan, thou art an Offence umto 


me. For thou ſavoureſt not the Things that be of 
God, but. thoſe that be of Men. _ 


This is as it our Lord bad ſaid, Peter; I find Saran is 
making Uſe of thy Tongue to marr the moſt beauri- 
ful and glorious Work that ever was propoſed or 
deſigned. He ſays not, Ger thee behind me, Peter: 
bur, Ger thee behind me, Satan. This Advice of 
Peter's, had it been taken, would bave ruined our 
World; we had been Slaves ro the Devil, and | 
Objects upon which divine Wrath would have 1 
Preach for ever. But with Indignation and holy | 
Zeal does the Lord Jeſus rebuke him for his raſh 5 'Y 

and ill-adviſed Counſel, This Rebuke given to 

Peter argued our Lord's Eaxneſtneſs upon the Work | ij 

of Redemption, and we find no where in Scriprure, | 

Words expreſſing ſuch an high and holy Indignatutos | 

on, proceeding our of the Mouth of Chriſt. Why, | 

his Heart was intent upon the Work, and no | 

Wonder than he give Peter a ſharp and confound- 
ing Reprimand, for ſetting himſelt ro obſtruct it. 

He was now in his Way to Jeruſalem, to finiſh the 

Work which bis Father gave him to do; and Pe- 
ter, under ſatanical Influence, endeayours to hinder 
- him, ſaying, Maſter, do not go there; neyer ſer 
thy Face towards Jeruſalem; ſtay back from a 

Place where thou ſayſt thou art to be killed and 

put to Dearb. Well, ur Jeſus turned, &c. He 

turned about in Haſte, as expreſſing his Diſplea- 
ſure with his World-ruining Counſel. He ſaw Pe- 
ter like ro be ruined by Satan; be ſaw a Heart- 
| ; Plague, 


Io. 


, 
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Plague, like a Leproſy, breaking out, and he cures 
ic by a ſharp and ſevere Reprimand: If this Re- 
buke had been tendred unto Peter allenarly, he had 
died under the gravaminous Weight thereof: But 
it was Satan that the Reproof chiefly hit. He ſau 
Satan, that cruel and pernicious Adverſary, juſt 
ſnatching one of his Lambs at his Back, and there- 
fore he conjures the Devil to be gone. O Sirs, 
Satan's Hand, like Fhmae?'s, is againſt every one of 
Chriſt's Diſciples, and he vigorouſly ſtrives to get 
tbem away from him, that he may defeat their 
Salvation. O that all Men were againſt him! Our 
Lord here adds, Thou art an Offence unto me; thou 
grieveſt my Spirit, thou raiſeſt' my Indignation; I 
am highly difpleaſed with thee for rbrowing ſuch an 
Obſtacle in my Way. For thou ſavoureſt not the Things 
that be of God, but thoſe that be of Men. Ir is as if 
he had ſaid, a worſe Counſel thou couldſt never have 
given me, Peter; Scribes and Phariſees could never 
have adviſed me worſe. This Advice of thine is 
not of God, bur ſprings from Heil; for Satan is 
making Uſe of thy Tongue for marring the Salvation 
of Sinners: Thy Counſel in this Matter is not ac- 
cordivg to my Pather's Will and Deſign, relating to 
his Glory in the Redemption and Salvation ot loſt 
Sinners; bur is earthly, ſelfiſh, deviliſh. Peter, 
Sirs, here ſpake like a Man in black Nature, and 
not like a Believer. A little before, he ſpake like a 
Believer, when he made a glorious and noble Con- 
feſſion of his Faith, but here he ſpeaks as if he 
bad never known any Thing of the Grace of God, 
hen oppoſing God's Glory and the Salvation of 
Men, under a Shew of mighty Reſpect for bis 
Lord. O Sirs, what Need had we to be upon our 
Watch againſt the infernal Fiend, and againſt the 
Deceitfulneſs and Unbelief of our own Hearts, leſt we 
be puffed up with Pride, grow impatient of humbling 
- Proſpects, oppoſe the Wiſdom and Will of Chriſt, 
and bring ourſelves under the Fury of his awful Re- 
| bukes. - This Advice of Peter's gives Occafion to 
r ; | - our 


EIT, Cn. © 8 
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dür Lord Jeſus to ſpeak of the Croſs, as it be bad 
| ſaid, Perer, does the Croſs affrigbt yolr> Came 1 
to the World only, in your Opinion, to wear the 
Crown? No; miſtake it not. Nor only muſt I, 
your Lord and Maſter, bear a heavy Croſs, with all 
the Curſes of a broken Law laid on it, but yd. 
and your Fellow- Diſciples, muſt bear your little 
| e 24. Then ſai 's unto his Diſciples, i 
any Man will come after me, let him 4 Fa | 
and take up bis Croſs and follow me. | 
As if he had ſaid, Peter, you and my other Di- 
ſciples muſt be reconciled unto, and lay your Ac- 
count with Croſſes, Loſſes, Hardſhips, and Dif- 
ficulrics not a . 7 TG 
Here, Sirs, we have a Duty incumbent upon all 
the Followers of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and that is, 
To deny themſelves, take up their Croſs and follow 
bim. It is laid on them as a Duty, but is pro- 
miſed them as a Grace. We muſt deny ourſelves. 
Self is a Complication of all Evils, a Neſt of all 
Corruprions ; it is the Devil's Temple, ſtuffed with 
all the Evils of Hell. You muſt deny Self; this 
Dagon muſt be brought down. Some, indeed, in 
our Day, are for exalting Self to an equal Height 
with the Glory of God; they would have us ſacri- 
fice to our own Net, and burn Incenſe to our own 
Drag, while they cbnrend thar Self-Love is ro be 
the chief Motive, Principle and Standard of our Ac- 
tions: But what is this bur flagrant Idolatry, diſ- 
honourable ro God, and pernicious to the Souls of 
Men? In Oppoſition ro this abominable Doctrine, 
our Lord Jeſus recommends Self Denial unto all 
his Followers Sclt-Denial is a neceſſary and eſ- 
ſential Qualification for Croſs-bearing. If Self have 
the Aſcendent in your Hearts, you will never bear 
the Croſs for Chriſt. Self, Sirs, muſt be pulled 
down, and mortified, and then rhe heavieſt Croffes 
will be tolerable and eaſy; they will be born with 
Eaſe and Pleature. You ſee, in Ads v. what a Croſs 


4 
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dur Lord's Diſciples mer with, while they were put 
in Priſojſs and beaten wich Stripes, yet you fee, in 
Verſe 41. 11 they had amidſt it, Aud they, 
2 from the Preſence of the Council, rejoicing 
at they were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for his 
Name. I, any Man wal come after me, let him 
' deny himſelf, &c. You muſt take up the Croſs of 
Cbriſt, Sirs. All that expect to wear a Crown of 
untading Glory, muſt rake up the Croſs firſt, All 
the crowned Heads in the Land of Glory were 
all Croſs- Bearers, ſome of them leſs, ſome of them 
more, Here you ſee a Neceſſity of taking up the 
Croſs: And it is Matter of no (mall Encourage 
ment to us, to conſider that it is of our Lord's 
Shaping and Framing: Were it left to Satan's or 
the World's Shaping, there would not be a Croſs- 
Bearer. bur what would be cruſhed under the pon- 
derous Weight thereof. Let bim take up his Croſs ; 
he muſt it his Croſs, claim Property in it, and 
muſt bring down his Heart to it; he muſt be recon- 
ciled to it. The Believer muſt embrace whatever 
Croſs holy Providence ſees meet to lay on bim, as 
his Crown, and muſt bear it with Joy, without Re- 
ductance or Riſing of the Spirit. We find that 
Moſes preferred a Croſs ro a Crown; He choſe rather 
30 ſuffer Afiction with the People of God, than to eu- 
joy rhe Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon. He made a 
very fooliſh Choice in the View of a blind and 
carnal World; ir was made a Reproach ro own 
the People of God, that were treated as poor Slaves 
in Egypt, and expoſed to all the Rigours of Ty- 
zanny and Slavery: But he choſe this rather than to 
be the Heir of the Crown of Egypt: He made Choice 
of Affliction; he ſaw more Glory in Chriſt's Croſs, 
and in being expoſed to Shame for bis Name's 
Sake, than in all the Diamonds that beaurified the 
augen Crown. O Sirs, they that pour Shame 
and Reproach upon you for the Sake of Chriſt, they 


beſpangle you with the Pearls and Diamonds of 
Chriſt's Crown. All the Diamonds and Pearls that 
ever 


| E 
ever the Earth produced ate noways pre 
unto the leaſt Reproach that you ſuffer for tlie 
Name and Cauſe of Chriſt :1 They do all work for 
you a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory ; 


every Reproach ſhall add to the Luſtre of thy 


Crown; it thy Reproach be for Chriſt, or the ve 
| leaſt of bis Truths (if they may be ſo called) it will 
be a-Fwel in that bright Crown that ſhall ineirele 


thy Head in the Regions of Glory. Let him tale 


up his Croſs and follow me. The Croſs muſt retrify 
and ſcare none from Chriſt ; no, it muſt engage 
them to follow him: Chriſt muſt bave Followers. 
And, O what a Retinue has this great and glo- 
rious Monarch! All rhe holy Angels, and all the 
poor weeping Croſs- Bearers, are his Atrendants 
and Followers. Croſſes and Afflictions are the 


ordinary Lot of Believers while in this Wilderneſs; 


but, ere long, Matters will be altered and changed 
to the Advantage; they ſhall all at laſt come to ſhine 
in bright Glory. Chriſt in Heaven has many 
Crowns on his Head, and he is adorned with a 
Crown tocrown and beaurify rhee; as heſwam to 
his Crown thro? a Sea of Croſſes and Troubles, fo 
you ſhall at laſt emerge our of the Sea of your 
Croſſes, and receive from him a Crown of Glory 
that fadeth not away. O if you had but a Sighr 
of his raviſhing Glory, all the Croſſes ever you mer 
with will never drive you away from Chriſt ; you 
will follow him, rho? a red Sea and black Jordan 
were in the Way; you mult' go after him, for be 
is alrogether lovely. The Sighr of the Lovelineſs 
and Beauty of Chriſt ſo influences the Believer, that 
he is content ro ſuffer any Thing for him. What 
is the Matter, ſays the Believer, tho? I be expoſed 
to, and meet with Shame and Reproach in the 
World ? I ſee a Beauty and Glory in it all. Every 


Reproach is a Pearl added ro my Crown; all the 


Harm my Enemies do me, by loading me with 
Reproaches, is juſt a Brigbtning of my Crown, 


and beſetting it with more lucid Jewels. And 


ther e- 
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| therefore I cannot, I dare nor ſhift the Croſs, be 
What it will; I love my Lord. and I love him for 
cutting out Croſſes for me. This, Sirs, is a noble 
Piece of Self- Denial. If a Man ſaw tbe Glory, 
the raviſhing Glory and matchleſs Excellency of the 
Prince of the Things of the Earth, he would be 
tranſported wich Raptures of Love to him, and 
would be aſhamed to go to Heaven without doing 
ſomething for bim; he would be ſarisfied, like Paul, 
to be expoſed to Perils of all Sorts for him. TO 
engage you to a Liking unto: the Croſs, conſider 
that your glorious Head was expoſed to greater and 
more grievous Perils for you than you can bear for 
bim. He bore the Curſe of the Law, and the 
Wrath of God for you ;} but your! Croſſes are eaſ 
and pleaſant, there. being no Wrath in them, and, 
beſides, the Lord bears you Company. Did you 
never bear the Croſs, Sirs> Did you never ſuffer 
a Frown for your Adherence unto Chriſt > Did you 
never any Service. for Chriſt > Then, I am ſure, 
if you are Believers, you will be ſome Way a- 
ſhamed ro enter Heaven in this Condition. The 
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3 lo Aer Lamb 2 9 5 che think 5,60 | 
ons © ag There are many Things 1a ec that 
pt to'turn the Believer 'afide;” many crooked. 

Paths and By Roads; but go on, Believer; nay 
_ follow Chriſt. Bear the Croſs: and follow 5 
— and be will = a tadiant Crown: of 8 | 
y Head. © what a No will * 3 
ſee all the ranſomed Race, ation of th 
2 tw wg ſhining 5 wich plorious Crowns u 
all; the Children of. A oy 

—_— rigs ewes, and” bright Raiment !? Ob! 
May not the Thought of this excite you alf ro fol. 
low Chriſt. Aud may it*nbt fll'you, O Believer, 
with Wonder, that be ſingles out you - from the 
"ho to bear his Go thar he ay y 8 on 
a hrone, puta rown'upon e at lait. | 
follow 2 81 Lord, Sits, Will ſtill have 5 
wers, tho* all Scotian ſhould turn their Backs 

upon him; be will have a Set of Witneſſes and Fol- 
' lowers, tho? Britdin and Ireland ſhould caſt bim off. 
Ir is eaſy for him to make ven willing in a Day of 
Is - hisPower, and then you ſhall? be made to fo 
bim. You! that ar lern N your Lifts 
and Idols, be ean ſoon touch your Hearts, nd 
1 you follow him. You kiow- hen the Pro- 
— his Mantle on Bliſia be fell to follow Ham. 
ſell, it: our great Prophet Chriſt, eaſt the Mantle 
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« Hs. bis Righreouſneſs u yoga will ren wn 
bim, 82 back RN will defy 3 
: Temprarions and Corru joke, and ee then 


2 
ia ſpite of them, you Will gun pony nh Chriſt tht 
7 Sire, you ſee, that hoſoever is beartily wilting 
. and reſolved. to be Chriſt's Diſciple, "wu ny 
c dime his own Wir, -WillpProfir and Plesſufe; 
muſt ſubmir unto, and acquieſee in all the Hard- 
ſhips and-Crofſes he may "meer" EL ES "maſt 


itable Per- 


| follow Chrift, imitate him in all his it 
 feftions, and yield C Obedience — i 
ments. EH en Irc 
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Verſe 25. For whoſoever will ſave bis Liſe, ſhall 
es And whoſoever will lofe e ke, 
+> 77 6s * . ine ITE TtS 1 Ri x; Ap C2ok? 
Here is an Argument and Reaſon to engage us 
unto the Duties recommended in the former Verſe. 
II is as if he had ſaid, ; fear not the Loſs of your 
Life; for that is the Way ro gam In; Sirs, what- 
ever you loſe in Chriſt's. Seryice,) it is all Gain. 
Ik any Herten Joſe ang:Taing . Chriſt; he has 
promiſed to make it up an hundred Fold to you. 
Nov, Ai rake; your — for 
Sccurity, and yet not take Chriſtſs Mord O hor- 
rid Sin! Well, it you won't take Chriſt's Word, 
all ebe Angels in Heaven, and crowned Heads on 
the Earth cannot giye you ſo 25 2 Bond. For 
- , whoſoever mill ſaus bis Liſe ſpall loſe ina © By Life 
+, here,, we are to underſtand nor only narwal Life, 
bur all che Means of, Life, all worldly Gear, Houſes, 
_ ; 1 Lands, all temporal Accommodarions, all- Things 
e ta this Lite. H you loſe all theſe for 
Chriſt, you are great Gainers: And PII cell hoy 
o- 


mom, bene ver Chriſt comes to your Houſe in 
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| vidence, and: ſags: Ii deſire a Loan of æhis or that 
| for my Glory, in chis he is bonouring you. And 
4 tbis is he doing at this Day, II. a Prince or crown- 
| ; ed Head Came to thy Houſe, and deſited a Loan of 
| - this, and the other Triffle, vou; would reckon ira 
| . great Honour done you. Well, here the King of 


- Glory comes to you, and ſays, Give me thy Name 
: and Reputation, that the Wicked may trample up- 


. 


on it; O Believer, ſay, Welcome, Lord, unto it: 


Wben che Lord. fays, Give me chy Life for my 
Cauſe; anſwer, Lord take ir: thiok God is 


' _ -, doing you, very great Honour, when he is making 
. theſe Demands upon you. Be ready to part with 
. whatever the Lord calls for at vour Hands. For 
-. whoſoever mill ſaue his Life, ſball loſe it. That is, 
- be that thinks to preſerve bimſelt from temporal 
. Death, | by, figtul and ſneaking; Compliance and 
forſaking me, ſhall miſs his Mark, and —— 
1. 4 - erer 
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_ rcrhall Tits, and be plunged into 'endiefs Mie 


Aud habe will loſe' bis Lift, for my Sake, ba 

| find it. Many 2 Lite has gone for hriſt's Sake: R 
But there were never ſo many Lives taken in te 
World as he deſerves. O what ails the World at 
Chriſt, and the Way of Religion? If you ſay as © © 
they ſay, and do as they do, they will never toach 

you: But, if you once eſpouſe the Cauſe and Quar- 

rel of Chriſt according to his own Word, you Will 
be bated of all Men. This our Lord foretold unto 
his Diſciples, - Fe ſhall be bared of all Men for my \ 


Name's Sale. It is not for their own Name's Sake, 
bur bis Name's Sake that they are bared. ' The 
Ground of the World's Quarrel againſt the Follow- | 
ers of the Lord Jeſus,' is ſurely on Account of bim- +0 
ſelf; however otherways they may colour ir. Blefſed | 
art thou, O Believer, tbat ever thou waſt born to 
be hated and loſe thy Life for Chriſt's Name's Sake. 
Thou art a Man greatly beloved. What the Angel 
ſaid ro Daniel, he ſays unto thee, O Man greatly ' 
beloved. Thou art bated and perſecured by a few 
Morcals, that have their Foundation in the Duſt, 
and whoſe awful: Doom faſt approaches: But 
thou art highly favoured im the Court of Heaven, 
Chriſt himſelf, and all bis Saints and Angels love 
thee, and that is more than ſufficient to counter 
ballance the World's Hatred and Spleen againſt you. 
This he that ſuffers a temporal Death on Account 
of his Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to him, or 
becauſe he will not make Shipwreck of Faith and 
a good Confcience, ſhall nor be hurt of the ſecond 
Death, but obtain everlaſting Life, which is the _ 
Life of the Soul, and is beſt of all. 9 
Verſe 26. For what is a Man profited, K ſhall 5 
gain the whole World, and loſe bis own Soul? Or 
what ſhall a Man give in Exchange for his Soul. | 
What is a Man profited if he. ſhould gain the 
whole World by denying Chriſt? Ir is a poor 
empty Gain; nay, a dreadful; an inconceiveable | 
Loſs. Yea, tho he ſhould gain ten 2 
e Worlds 


l 
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Chil who 1 1 
Cunt W Will, che 
e is his Gain? 2 


is no Ein hut a agrar Loſs, a Soul- Loſs, an irre- 


bk Loſs. O amazing Loſs! You had better 
oſe all char can be named than loſe- vdr Souls, 
| I you one the vhols World. 
t you. once loſe your Soul, you loſe all; for you 

h can-neyer redeem it 7 3 you can never compen- 
* ſate the Loſs, The Redemption of the Soul is preci- 
A bus, and eaſes for euer. Tbat is, it ceaſes to be 
[ redeemed; by any Man or Angel, for any created 
= Redeemer it pee ceaſe for evermor?. i Chriſt him- 
* ſcif had not put Hand to it. Well tnen thy Soul is a 
loſt Soul, if thou forſake and abandun.Chriſt, and 


13 2 's all your Gain > Oh! It it is ſtrange to ſee 


E leg o.. much taken up with the World, and the 
nitias. ol Time, as to ſet no Value upon their 


$25. all: They are fo. . in worldly 
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| Wa they care no more for their Souls, 
i 


thay the Dirt ot the Streets: Their Caſe is truly 
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are ſo faſt amaſſing, ſhall. leave them, and their 
Souls they will loſe, and will bave a long Eternity 


to your Souls, you make a very fooliſh Exchange, as 


— 


to lament the Loſs. You that prefer the World 


t 
# % 


e | Vegas, ſo immerſed in the Pur ſuir of ſecular 


lamentable: For all the Traſſ of the Earth they - 


ever poor Creatures did: Wbat! To loſe your 
Souls for a little of che Duogbill of the World, Ils 


it not an inconceiveable Lo 82 O. F ool, bat 


E _ .* knoweſt+chou but tbis Is haſt Soul may be fe⸗ 
. gourd of thee... | How. Ocs, = Man loſe bis Soul 
B ay ye | >. His Soul does leaye leaye him, it does 


) os to its Being or 


3 | abe Petz the Weltare and 5 pineſs of bis Soul * 


1 dle co rg. "uy matchleſs 


NS melo. "amazing © 


ſence, bur be Joſes N | 


ended with a grand and ſplendid Retinue of holy 


19 5 Want WU paſs Vene, of cxernal Life wre r. * 
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ol his Soul, Who bas thn 
gilded Clay. O fooliſþ-] 


_- Cixcumltances, that mA 
ere long ye will ſee me all ſnimog RE * 
and coming to judge the World; then 


b. a and ſhall,” when 1 go up to Jeruſalem, 


49 Condition ſhall then be wiped off, and 


2 | 
- made... What can be. 


can you give in "an — 1 oy Tr 50% h 
you were Maſter of all rhe World, ow ch, could 
avail you nothing. ' Thos! We ſee that a Man cannot be 
profited, tho! he ga ined che ve World, with all 
the Things. that are defireable* in it, and loſe bis 
Soul; that he can give. norhing for its Reife- 75 
on, when loſt, | 


Verſe 72 Fur ale Son 5 Man ſal con comp; i in the 


Glory 0 Father els, and # 
ſho lary ot every Maw aro — 27.5 e god 
8 in, m ak ay? Ir comes it 


very ſeaſonabl 5 It is . he had ſaid, Peter, à 

you my other Followers, be not ſcared or e 

at my wi Croſs, „at my preſent humbled and Mie a 
"i was ſpeaking of to you: For 


Lord and Maſter - ho am now mocked — jg 


fie ona curſed 2 as à vile Slave and 
a goal Malefactor, . be. diveſted of. all the ex- 
Marks of -Diſgraces ae the Reproach of my low 


vou ſhall appear with me in Glory; and 1 will - 
reward every Man according to his Works. Thus, 
Sirs, the glorious Meffah, who, as the Son of Man, 
did once appear in the Faſhion of a Man, atrend- 
ed with all the mean Circumſtances. and ſinleſs In- 
firmities of human Nature, in its bumbled State, 
ſhall, in the Day of judgment, appear, as the Son 
of God, in the Form of God, ſhining in the Glory 
of che fame divine Nature with his E ather, and ar- 


# 


Angels: And then he, as a judge of rhe wh 
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according as their il evidence them to be 
ſuch. Vcu'l! iir is nor ſaid here; that 
he wi their Works, but accord- 
ing Tr e know a Tree by rhe Fruit. 


So, wit! *jerence unto the Righreous and Wicked, 
the Wolksof their Lives, ſhall be Evidences of their 
internal State. This Reward, with Reference unto 


- the Wicked, is a Reward of Debt; for Death is as 


due to the Sinner, as Wages are unto a Workman; 
the Wicked juſtly deſerve Death, and they ſhall 
ſurely ger ir. Bur, with Reference unto the Right- 
eous, the Reward is of Grace. All the good Works 
of the Saints ſhall be brought above Board ar the 
Day. of Judgment, and. produced as ſo many Evi- 
dences of their gracious Eſtate. It thou, poor 
Soul, be reſtifying for Chriſt, and fighting againſt 
the Devil's Kingdom and Intereſt in the Worid, in 
a Way of Faith; and tho? the Devil and bis 
Auxiliaries fight againſt thy Witneſſing- Work; 
yet it ſhall be produced at the Day of judgment, 
and thou ſhalt get a Reward, not a Reward of 
Debt, but a Reward of Grace; a Reward reſulting 
from the Rigbreouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. -- 
Verſe 28. Verily, I ſay unto you, there be ſome 


flandiag here, which ſhall not taſte of Death, till they» 
fee the Son of Man coming in his Kingdom. * 


* 


As if our Lord had ſaid, I'll tell you of another 


Argument to fortify and comfort your Souls under 


a heavy and troubleſome Lot in the World. I have 
a Piece of good News to inform you of: Ere it be 
long I'll enterrain you with a Glimpſe of my Glory 
on Mount Tabor; there you ſhall be admitted ro 
view my Glory thro? the Vail of my Humanity, 
and you ſhall nor taſte of Death, till this Grand 
Event take Place, this glorious Privilege be con- 
ferred upon you. There were only three honoured 
with this matchleſs Sight, namely, Peter, James and 
2 But this Coming of the Son of Man in his 

ingdom, certainly extends further than his Tranſ- 

| figuration 


* __ * 
4 1 Rd * * 
* T 5 
£ 7 wa. THE, 
=, * - 4 
$4 YL : * 
* v 14 


„ 0 6 
7 , " i 3 Py A 
9 * . i Is xs 2 " $5 its v 
ration on Mount Ta ] 
J gura _ 2 7 3 »& 
c 8 * mY 


- . ne . B 
his coming to ſer up his N 2318 With 
ö 2 . r 
| grear-Power and Glory in tie nar ö öirir, 
in the wonder ful Increaſe ot rheGolpel- Cborck, in 


, 
the Subverſion of the moſaick Frame of Worſhip ; 
+ and in the Deſtruction of the Ciry, Temple ang Na- 
- . tion of the Jews, for their Obſtinacy and Unbelief. 
By his Coming here is plainly meant, that he would 
come ateer his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion ims fie - 
ven, in the Power and Efficacy of bis Grace, diſ- 
played ina Goſpel. Diſpenſation, in bringing Thou- 
lands our of Satan's Dominions, and making them 
Subjects of the Kingdom of Grace; this coming is 
to erect the Goſpet- Church, unhinge the Jemiſ Oe- 
conomy, and aſſemble the Nations unto his diſ- 
played Standard. The Coming of the Kingdom of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a; very, bearrſome and a- 
- greeable Sight: And O that it may be the Blefſin 
ol Scotland io {ce Chriſt une convincing a 
converting Power in bis own Ordinances, brin ing 
in true hearty Subjects to himſelf. This is a Piſ- 
play of Power greater than that on Mount, Tebor. 
And this cannot be meant of his Glory at the Day 
of judgment; for they were to ſee this befgre-they 
taſted of Death, they were. to ſee many IThouſand 
Souls added unto the Goſpel - Church. Oh! Whar 
a glorious Difplay' of the Power and Grace ot Chriſt 
is the Converſion of Sinners unto him. 
Nowꝛ; My Friends, that I may conclude, it is your 
Duty and mine to be Followers of Chriſt, to fol- 
low him as well in the Days of Adverſity, as of 
Proſperity. Follow whom you will, you'll never 
ger ſuch a glorious Maſter, that is able to relieve and 
ſupport you under all your Preſſures and Hardſhips, 
You need not be afraid ot rh Crofs ; caſt your Croi- 
ſes on Chriſt and he ſhall ſuſtain you; caſt both 
| yourſelves and your Croſſes on him, and he will 
bear you up. The Croſs is more terrible at a Di- 
ſtance. than when you are near ir. It you be honour- 
ed with a Priſon, that Priſon will n 2 
| | alace. 
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Wierer «he Diſciples of Chrilt ure 
vun Crofles, he ſays, Caſt your 
£7 uſt like a Father when he ſees 


mis Child Fainting under any Load or Difficulty, he 
« puns to bim and takes it off. Well, Sirs, Chriſt is 


Fat 
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her to his People, and ſays concerning all their 
| „Half mine. There cannot be any Load on 
phy Back; bur bis infinite Strength can and will bear 
it. Oh! Then follow the Lord, and caſt all your 


Burdens upon him, and he will ſuſtain you. O Be- 


liever in Chriſt, art thou bearing a perſonal Croſs, a 


Family - Croſs, or a Croſs in thy Relations? Theſe 
ate very touching Croſſes, that go to the quick. 


Well, bring all theſe Croſſes unto your Lord, who 
is rhe Burden- Bearer, and he will ſuſtain you. Be- 


wate of putting him out of his Office: If thou com- 


6 mi nox thy felt unte him, and lay all by Croſſes on 


bim that he may bear them, it will fare very 


in with thee. I berefore; my Friends, whatever 
Croſſes in che Courſes ot ſovereign Providence are 
Haid en you. bring them all ro Chriſt, and you ſhall 
; be reſerved from all fainting and ſinking Fits. 
Ari 
Acc 


„in à very little Time, thy Warfare ſhall be 
ccompliſhed,” thy Crofles ſhall be removed, thy 


Troubles ſnall be ended; and thou ſhalr be wafted 


© £0 the Manſions of Reſt and Glory in the heavenly 


Mbine Zibw, where Peace and Joy, Tranquility and 
Eaſe ſhall be thy Privilege for ever. O long and 


pam for the Dawning of 3 When 


thou ſhalt enter into the undiſturbe 
Keſt of Glory. May tbe Lord bleſs bis Word, 


and peaceful 
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